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1,164 paintings of alleged_Hfungarian origin to the Austrian Federal Government in

January 1949. Ihereaftei“ iny restitution of artwork of alleged Hungarian origin was to be.
worked out between the neutral Federal Republic of Austria and the then Communist

- government of Hungary. Dl;lring the prior five years, however, the U.S. Army had
carefully st’ored, secured, a@d inventoried this art collection and because of increased Cold

War tensidns between the United States and the Communist governments of Huhga_ry and

H /
i

the USSR that mﬁdé any muitually satisi"actoryvresOluti(v)h ﬁnlikely if not impossible, washed
vthéir hands of any further ré’sp-onsibility by tur_niné .the'prol):lem of restitution 'o'ver‘to |
Austfia.' Tﬁus, except for 12 paintingé of this lof, whiéh were claimed an(i restoréd to
private ownership, the rema}ning artwg)rk went to Ausfrian custody for.i"i'n\al di‘sbosition,
releasingv“Unit.ed S_tatés for?es’ in Augtria from all responsibilities _oi‘ claiﬁls with respgct t‘d
" them. #%" Hungarian _artworl:l( was not s;(jlen, dalmaged,‘ or given over‘in permanent

- ownership by the U.S. Armyfg to other individuals or nations; however, Austria was to effect

restitution if and when validiHungariah claims were made. U.S. Army control of

subsequent Austrian actions'in this matter was non-existent.

a i
~ I

THE USFA AND RESTITUTION
I .
i ) ¥

‘Thé resolution of cl_air?ns involving Hungarian gold and artwonjk is indicative of the

general policies and procedufres followed byUSFA when dealing with matters of property

" restitution. When ownership was clear, the necessary claim and restitution paperwork was
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~ completed, and when investigations were conducted and the validity of the claim was

established, restitution was made.
| o !

" . The prompt ‘and th(;l"%ough restitutiOn of properry'looted by the Nazis and her allies
and satellites had long been f';lccepted poliéy étemming fromktheVJanAuary 5, 194;‘3,‘United
4 Natio:rls'Londi)n Dépl:ilration?,‘ signéd by 18 nations ovf the Grémvd Allrance. Sribséduent
genéral policiés g(r\re'rning r(;estitution bf ;rrolrerty :we!re not initially madr:’ 5y USFA alone,
but were devéloéed throughé disgrlssions with the Quadpartite Repératrr)ns, ,lDelivery.arrd :
Restitution Directorate of tl;e Allied C.ouncivl, kwhich subrnitted ‘its ‘restituti6n< p!zrn on
 January 26, 1946, Disputes ébétwveén the Western Allies and the USSR over the. -
exceptionaliy ‘br’oad Soviét (ieﬁhition of reparations, and raprdly changing ﬁqlitiéal
allegi:rncgs preven‘ted4a singflg Allied restitution i)oligyAfrer evér being implementgd , |
: throughout Ausrria, or elsev;)vinere during the postwar period. Therefore, the United )Sthtés
devel«)ped its own policy an&- the USFA and USACA devoted the activities of an entire ,
division at_ its ﬁeadquarters éto ma‘tfers involying reparations, deliveries,' and resfifution of
property, private and’ priblig:, held sei:irre at war’ sfenrd.88
As ,U.S. Armr_)lr effortsi to rehabilitate .and’ r?store Au%trié to full economic and
political indebendence éucc%eegled at a faster pace, the USFA sought to decrease lts
| occupation duties and role, fincludingv‘that of bropeﬂy restitutiqh. Increasingly, :
respbnsibiiity fpr i)Ps, dena;ziﬁczgx‘tion, and property control. was given over to the Austrian
Federal.‘ Repurblic. ‘Thisrwasf done “In acéordance with a ietter from General Keyes to
Chancellor Figi of ._April 13,;1948., which_ transferred responsibility for restitution to ex-

enemy nations to the Austrian government.” Therefore, after April 1948, any issues
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involving Hungarian property and its restitution, public or private, whether originating

with the Hungarian Gold Trfain nr elsewh‘ere,' was no lnnger the responsibility of the United

~ States Army, but a responsilgility of the Austrian Federal Republic.” Hungarinn gold had

already been restored in 1946, and alleged Hungarian artwork was the r.esponsibilit)'f of
Austria, not the USFA. |

Contrary to allegatinhs that claims made by.the Hungarian government or its

- citizens were ignoréd, the re:corcl shows that consistent and good faith efforts were made by |

USFA between 1945 and:195;0 to,réstore 'prnpnrry belonging to Hungarians citizens, |
legitimate groups representifng Holocaust viciims, aml.the Hnngariangoyernment ‘wllen ,
ownership conld be clearly éstablished and if restitutinn'procndures and Vprockessés were
followed. This included p/'ro;perty from th(;, Iinngarian Gold or Werfen Train.

Documentation exists to show that Hnn.gérian claims were investigated and items restored

in a timely fashion starting in the fall of 1945 and extending through 1950.° By

December 31, 1947, forexanlplg, the US Army had processed more than 7,750 Hungarian

!

claims, more than that of any other nation, except Poland. On that same date, the

U.S. Army was still processing another 174‘2 Hnngarian clainis, ngain, more than‘ for any |

.other European’ nation. In :mone'tary value of restitution as well, by the above da'i:e; the

| estimated value of complete.d' restitution to H‘nngary exceeded $11,800,000, again, more

H

than the amount paid out t(i) any other European nation. Surviving U.S. Army records
clearly detail that every effnrt was made to restore property of all descriptions, not only to

- the Hungarian government, but also to private businesses, institutions, and citizens.

. § .
Hungarian claims were addressed, not ignored.” -

i
P
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_While U.S. Army ahdi goilefnment officials continued to make a good faith effort to
- account for and restore all giOld, artwork, and other valuables that had cléarly belonged to

the Hungarian nation or its citizens prior to the close of hostilities, the Hungarian

. : ) | . .
government did make a “quit claim” in February 1946 on all property of unknown
ownership or origins in USFA possession. There is a further issue that a portion of the

material found on the various trains was obyiously'property looted from Hungarian Jews -

i

during the time the Hungarian fascist government was allied with Nazi Germany; and
\th'erefore, was not legally ob;gined in{ the first place. This prompted the United States to
make the decision in J une 1§,~ 1946, that Hungarian govérﬁment cigims to th»is*pijoperty -
were illegitimate based ‘01; tlTe J anuéry 5, 1943; Un”i'ted Nations Lbndon i)éclaratioﬁ, which
forbade féstitution« to Germgny_of pl;operty' lootéd by the N"azis an"di the governments of

| their saiéllites 01.' allies. If ité\’;'as determined that the prop?rty could have been looted only- '
= during the period of forcibl«‘% oécupakfion.of Hungary l;y Germany, ’restitu'tion would be
allov?ed. In the case of the I;iungari\ail Gold or Werfén -Tfﬁin material, it was vimpossible to’
make this determinatioﬁ beyfrond reasonable do‘ubt.92

Yet in anticipation tl;.ﬁt legitimateA clailﬁs to Hungarian Gold Train properfy would

be forthcoming, either fro.méthe VHu'ngarian gbvernment or ffom ﬁﬁngarién citizens

through their government, a!nd in the knowledge that much of the material found on the

train belonged to Hungariay Jews and that some or all of this material méyf indeed be
. : i N ) o - .

H

sﬁbject to restitution, the US Army made all possible efforts as'eérly as Februéry 1946 to

lOcéfe, inventory, and propé;rly account for 'th‘e‘ property through requisititms and hand
receipts in possessidn of USFA-, A communication between Generals Tate and McMahon,

T
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for example, made this clearg By stating “There vis"evidence this property belo‘;lg.{ to
Hu‘ngarian Jews. It will not be used. Must be carefully protected,” to which Géﬂeral
McMahon conc;lrfed R | recti)mmgnd that we do notb touch.”* | | |
Cor;cern was also sﬁ(;wn among U.S. leaders that broperty belonging tb “refugee
Jewish owners some of whmp are now DP’s “.f'h'o will not return to _Huligaljy but will stay -

in Austria or go elsewhere” } was being claimed by the Hungarian government. It was

~ decided that such property Should be withheld from any claim as Allied agreements were

i

“not intended to dispossess facial or religious refugees” of their property. If in doubt, such

!
A .

kclaims were tﬁ bé'denied. Thgreforé, the US govei‘ﬁment esfablished the -p;}licy 'tha’t‘
“household goods, valuables:, art yobjects and other personél proﬁerty owned and'remévgd
from a couhtry by refugées who left the country for rgligibus vor’racial réasdns and who
choose x;ot t6 retﬁrﬁ to that jcountry, will not be sﬁbjéct tovresvxtvitﬁ,tion.""f‘ : '

Finally, U.S. officials fwer‘e; aware by 1946 that the majority of Europe’ s Jewish
populatiph had perished in éhe Nazi Holocaust and. that legﬁimate claims on behalf of these
people were imlikely. They ‘fwelje similarly awa‘ré that tﬁe i)r(;bability of fraud in.such cases

' was extren’l‘ely}high. The fatﬁe‘ of Hungarién ngs vira§ especia’lly pertinent in regards to the
Hl'mgar.‘iarfx‘l G\old Tr;:;lin propgefty. Unllike the jéwish‘populationsof Poland and the USSR, '
_ 'Hungarian Jev?s had ~avoide;d extermination until 1944, due to Hungary’ s status as an ally -
~‘o_f Nazi Géfmansr and to theéfact that fasciksktA Arrow Cross officials éontxjolling the
government, while placing ililcre;atsing pressure on its Jewish populatiop of 725,000 and a
further 100,000 JeWs living i;n four a'rea.s of -Poll.and. and Rumania annexed by Hungary by
1941, did not seei{ their d'caepté)rtation.”5 This all changéd as thé'Red Army‘ njeai'ed the
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Hungarian border, prompting the Wehrmacht to occupy the country in March 1944, in

i

anticipation that Hlingary wouid seek to jettison its alliapce with Germany in favor of a

separate peace with the USSR.*
; | | .
Accompanying the German occupation forces was a Nazi Special Operations

i

Commando Hungary tasked with .organizing the deportation of the couhtry ’'s Jewish
population to exterminationf‘ camps, scheduled to begin'iu April 1944, Prior to their 7

placement in hastily forinedf ghéttos throughout Hungary pending deportation,‘JeﬁviSh :
businesses were closed by décree of the Hungarian fascist government. Jewish citizens

i

were forced to turn their personal valuables, assets and posseSsions over to the fzis‘cis't state,
much of it ending up in the ;ioffers and storehouses of the Hungarian National Bank in
Budapest and other cities ‘a‘ﬁd towns throughout the nation. This then, was the origin of

much of the personnel prop?erty found on the Hungarian Gold or Werfen Train.”
. [

/ Actuél deportations began in mid-May with an average of 13,000 Hungarian Jews
being sent to the extermination camp at Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poland daily and 116,000 in
one 10-day period alone. Dfeportees were allowed to take only what they could carry onto

 the crowded cattle cars. Unlike previous deportees, who were often selected for an albeit
] ,

brief period of forced laborg, the Hungarian Jews were gassed immediately on arrival at

Auschwitz-Birkenau at theiratev of 8,000 to 9,0ﬁ0 persons per day. In this mannér, over

i

445,000 Hungarian Jews were sent to Auschwitz-Birkenau in less than five weeks between

1 .
+

May 15 and June 19, 1944, while another 350,000 awaited deportation in squalid ghettos.” -

1
i

The extermination of Hungarian Jews was thus carried out in an extraordinarily swift and

efficient fashion and it ivasf réported in late September 1944 that only 200,000 of
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' Hung.ary’ s 800,000 or so Jev!vs were still alive. Indeed, postwar surveys indicated that of

the initial Jewish jpopulation of 825,000 under Hungarian control in 1941, fewer than
256,000 were still living as of December 1945, and were now widely scattered throughout

" Europe and with increasing numbers in Palestine.”

. . | . i )
This death toll of nearly 600,000 was not lost on U.S. Army officials addressing

il

clalms for property of suspected Jewish ownership from the Hungarian government in the

immediate postwar years, 1nclud1ng Hungarian Gold Traln property. leen the mortallty
rate among Hungarian Jews at Auschwitz-Birkenau in the late spring and early summer of

1944, it appeared unlikely that little, if any, of the Hungarian Gold Train property had

surviving owners. With thel’l increasing difﬁcnlty of establishing individual ownership and _

determining whether owners had survived the war, and in view of the increasingly poor

relations between the‘Weste;rn Allies and the nations of the Communist East Bloc,

including Hungary and the ,;USSR, U. S. Government officials decided to give unclaimed,
ownerless property of unidentified or unknown origins to United Nation refugee

organizations,.in particuiar;' to the .Intergovernmen’tal Committee on Refugees and its

~ - 2l

'successor organization, the International Refugee Organizationv(IRO). Therefore, in
November 1946, the commanding generals'of USFET and USFA were ordered by the
United-States Joint Chiefs of Staff, the U.S. State, War, and Navy Departments to,

inake available. . to duly accredlted representatlve of 1ntergovernmental
committee on refugees (IGCR) all valuable property which represents loot seized or
obtained under duress from political, racial, or religious victims of Nazi government
or its satellite governments or nationals thereof which was or may hereafter be
found, seized, or conﬁscated by USFET or by local authorities acting under .

. direction or control~of U.S. forces. )
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Conditions governing propefrty'subject for such turnover to the IRO included that it
1) could not be restored “he&iause determination of national origin is impractical” ;
2) “property cannot be restored to lawful owners under laws in force or in place where

“presently found either because lawful owner has died or ceased to exist without legal
snccessor; or 3) because determination of individual ownership is impracticable.”
l

U.S. officlals believed that the above condltlons applled to at least a portion of the Werfen
_ |
train’s contents. '° : i
‘Following the receiptf of these orders from the United States, the U.S. forces in

Austria were instructed that unclaimed and unidentiﬁed Hungarian Gold Train property

i
t

of unknown orlgms was authonzed for release to the Intergovernmental Committee of
Refugees A list of Hungarlan Gold or Werfen Train property loaned from the Mlhtary
Government on a memorandum of recelpt was then forwarded to the Property Control

Branch, USACA, though the Property' Cont'rol and Restitution Section of the Zone
Command on March 20, 19517, in anticipation of calling in this material for a turnover to

refugee officials.'”

i
Aeeording to a subsegqnent U.S. Deparfment of State report of Jnly 1947, the

contents of the Hungarian train captured by the Americans in the U.S. Zone in Austria

were, o s%

umdentlfiable as to owners and, in view of the territorial changes in Hungary, as to
national orlgm,'restltutlon to Hungary bemg therefore not feasible, it was
determined, with the approval of this Government, that the property in question
would be given to the Intergovernmental Committee of Refugees (succeeded by the
Preparatory Committee for the International Refugee Organization). . . . The.
Legation is probably aware that the PCIRO, as successor organization to the IGCR,
is a United Nations Agency charged with the responsibility for the resettlement and
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‘rehabilitation of the ﬁonrepatriable victims of Nazi action, and that ninety percent
of the proceeds of the so-called non-monetary gold transferred to this agency under
the terms of the mternatmnal agreements referred to are used for the benefit of -

- Jewish victims of N az1 persecution.'”

- - Furthermore, the U.S. StatefDepartn'nen’t report claimed, the Hungarian legetio‘n in a

communication dated Febrléary 25, 1946, stated “that the Hungarian Government had

§

. “waived all claims to this property’ but wished to turn over the goods to Jewish welfare

claim the return of this property' ’

organizations in thgary apdA‘onuld gladlly help its citizens by proteeting their rights to

9103

.
In spite of Hungariaix desires, the USFA turned over Hungarian Gold Train"
- » { B . ” N N :

- property to the PCIRO, citing a number of reasons, which in the contéxt of the times

v
\ t
!

appear both prudent and legitimate. First, “the contents of the train represented several

thousand of items of loot se;ized or obtained under duress from political, racial or- religiousf

refugees of the Nazi regimef and its satellite governments or nationals.” Second, “the
property was so interminglfed in transit that identification of ownership, if not impossible,
was administratively impractical.” Third, “none of the individual items amounted to a

large value, although the tq'tal value of the items was great.” Fourth, “the Hungarian

3

- . [ B . . -
Mission did not substantiate its blanket claim” in a manner consistent with accepted

restitution‘ policies. Fifth, F‘it was considered that the greatest number of persecutees
would benefit from the proeeeds of the property through PC-IRO admmlstratmn " ‘

Finally, there was consnderable w apprehensmn that the property would fall in the hands of

the Soviet if returned to H;‘lﬂgary'.('lm , -

i
1
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In addition, U.S. officials had received disturbing information regarding groups in
Hungary théf claimed to be 'L'epresenting'the ’interests of Hungarian Jews who had survived

the Holocaust and who had ?llegédly returned to their nation after the war. According to

one report “Representative imemberé of Budape_st Jewish community are reported to have
indicated strong views that U.S. authorities should not accede to [Nicholas] Nyardi
" - [Hungarian Under Secretary of State, Ministry of Finance] demand since Hungarian

Jewish community will not fecéive benefit of loot. Hungariah Jews prefer transfer of loot

fo such Réfugee Fuﬁd whiclé is éxpected to aid éﬁligratioﬁ of Hﬁngari;ln Jews.”.
' Furthe'r'more, the r'ep'ort sta;ted, “t should be added tha't' the fears expressed by the
replreséntati;'e of ‘t'he BudapLst J eWish Community appear w.élil foﬁnded in \;iew of the
uncertainty of the pp‘litic‘al' (ievelo'pments_z;nd the dahger of ._further.gx_ertion of pressure by
the Soviet Ugion upon the ﬁungan‘ian Government.”'"” Similér requésfs from tlhe
Amefican J ewis'lvlz J oinf Distni‘ibution Cth_ﬁttee,l t'h‘en. wdrkiné in Europe_and in the United
States Oh behalf of H.olloca_us:.t victims worldwide and tﬁe J ewish 4A‘gency for Palestine, sent
fo U.S. Arlﬁy oﬁ'icials in Aufstl_'ia via the.U..S. State Department, e*pressed_their hopes that_
J ewis1.1 properfy found in Al;1s¥ria, specifically that of the Hungarién Gold Train, be.

- ! : .
delivered to them for the reltief and rehabilitation \of__Jewigh victims of Nazism throughout

Europe.'" :
Hﬁngariah officials siubsequemtly requésted fhat Hun'gélrian property be withheld -
~ from sale by the PCIRO, a fequest that the PCIRO was willing fo consider if proper

identification could be madé. ‘Su"ch identification, however, does not appear t'o. have been

considered practical by eithfer PCIRO or Anierican_ officials who actually possessed the
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property in question and knew of its true intermingled state in storage. It does appear
~ certain, according to the 1947 State Department report, that the PCIRO did indeed auction

itemé from‘thé Hungarian G;old Train in New York City but in a manner to realize the

largest pdssible amount of piroﬁt for the beneficiaries of PCIRO activities that included
Holocaust victims of many n?ationalities, including Hungarians who still were in need of aid
and assistance. There was no substance, according to the U.S. State Depaftment report,

“to implications in the Hunéarian Press that they [Werfen Train items] are being disposed

; .
i
' !

of for private profit or that t;he*proce‘eds may aid Hungarian Nazis.”'" |
Following these decisions, therefore, in October 1947, “3 truck loads of silver” from
Frankfurt, and “10 car loads of rugs, crys}al, porcelain, etc.,” from Sa]iburg, all from the

Hungarian Gold or Werfen 'i‘rain, were transported to Bremerhaven, Gemiany, for
shipment to, and sale in, the éUnited States. 4“‘Whenever Hunggrién Gold;Train materials o
were gi\}en to the PCIﬁO, oré its ksucce#ssbi? or predecessor ageh;:ies', organization ofﬁcials

. ; . , ;
were made to sign receipts for USFA and USACA files.'”

N

Hungarian Gold Train property such as cameras, watches, clocks, and costume

jewelry‘defermined to have léeen looted from Hungarian Jews who in all likelihood were
_ also victims of the Holdcaustf; and additional property.that was not deefned worth

transporting fo the United St;ates for sale by the Int‘er‘national Refﬁgee Organization was

suggested for sale af U.S. ijljny post exéﬁanges in the U.S. Zones of occupation in Germany
and Austria in a flurry of cﬁfrespondence by members of the Reparations, Deliveries and
Restifution Diviéioﬁ, Proper£y Controerranch, USFA, .and the Chiefs Qf the Legal an;i
Finance Divisi;ns, USACA,.:%md the USVACA'QLegal*A.dvigor be’ginnin,g,in early November

b
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1945.' It waé-establisiled thait the plfoperty was fﬁken under Military Govél"nymént-Austri.a

Decrée No. 3, Article Ib, tha?t declared it “eifﬁer cziptured enemy p.roperty, or property of a

perishable nature, or both,”: and that in the opinion of the legal divisioh, it could “‘be |

disposed of accordingly” if t:he items involved for sale did not have a personal value to

~ former owner$ to whom restitution might at some future date be made.'” Legz;i |
authorization to sell these _g’oiods“in U.S. Army exchanges was in doubt in late 1945,
howevér,-and no further melliltio.n exiSt's in the fecbrds as to whéther ap ﬁctual sale took
place. Such sﬁles may haye lf)éen appr\i)ved; however, but oniy as a July 1946 report sfﬁted;

“if PX turns over proceeds t;) a nonrepafriable fund in dollars.” It was also maintaihed
that many of the yet u_nclain;ed gobds belqnging to Holbcau_st‘ yictims, now likely deceased,
such a;' fur coats, were begin{ﬁing to deteriératg. It was sﬁggested thatval.l lllnclz;imed |
property of this nature “wof;ld realize more if sold in the [United] States.” It was finally
suggested in the event that cliaims for prbpefty ‘alreadly sold were received at some later . -
date, that a reserve:of at leasft fifteen ]pefcent of the value of sold goods be fetainéd frohi

funds turned over to refu_gee: organizations to satisfy these claims for at least another two

years. Whatever funds remained after 1948 Would be given over to a nonrepafriable fund

|

benefiting refugees or to the International Refugee Organization.""® Some of the property -

| had already been used by 19;17 and 1948 to meet tile needs of displaced pérsons and

'refugées in Austria acgordin:g to ailied al’ld'U.S. policy. The‘i’tems tufned over in this
manner to Internatiohﬁl Refélgee Or_ganization aid le;orkers or which Were used by USFA to -
‘meet DP needs included, amé)ng other things, clothing, emptsf suitcases, pofcelaili, and
assorted glz;ssware'.f“

56



According to U.S. _Arfmy records, the last remnants of the Werfen train items that

_ were not restored to Hungarian claimants, to the Hungarian government, or not given to

-1

the International Refugee O:rganization for sale or.used to assist their charges were

disposed of by February 16,?1948’, when all remaining property belonging to ex-enemy
states was turned over to the Federal Republic of Austria for restitution, sale, or
o . . : . . .

safekeeping. On this date, the Hungarian Gold or Werfen Train file was closed by the

\ . N - N . .-
U.S. Army. Thué, the Austlfians were givén‘cﬁnt'ré)l and administration of large quantities
of captured enemy war matierial and other supplies by the United Stat'es‘ in a value

exceeding $5 million by Octiq)ber 1946. By May 1947, Austrians controlled fﬁe‘diSposition -
of property owned by forme:r.N a;is, of Austrians detainéd by thg U.S. Milit}ary
Government, Properw forced to be sold during the Nazi occﬁi)ation, and thgt él;imed by -
American nationals ‘disp(.)s.s:!essed.by thevN azi_s.’ thle fhe USFA headquarters reserved the

right to nullify any proceedings in which fraud was.determined, they continued to
encourage Austrian festituﬁion commissions in their labors and praised them for settling a
number of claims from ex-enemy states, including, by 1948, those of Communist

" Hungary.'"? ‘ ;

The Hungériah goﬁérﬁment s.t;r_ongly profested tﬁe tpr’nover of uﬁide'ntiﬁed Werfen
train and other Hungarian Eproperty of unl!mo“:m origins to the International Refugeé\v
Org‘anizgtiop, in spité of thSe fact that thié was a nén?aiigned United N;xt’ipns ofganizatidn

whose efforts and capabilities to assist victims of the Holocaust were far greater than

anything Hungafy could hs?we undertaken in its (iéstitute postwar‘economic condition, and

1

when considering itswincrez;ised political domination by Communists and the Soviet Union.
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‘While po;twaf allegations by the Communist 'g(.)Vel;hment of Huuga;y‘thét i:-heir i;laims aﬁd'
E ithose of tﬁeir citi:zens: were i?gn‘m‘*.ed by US Army ofAﬁciVal's ﬁre categqrically unfrqe, it is trué
as demonstrated above, tha:{ s’énié H'ung:}lri:in' Gold Train property of émall z.lg.g"r‘egate value
"wa)s not( returned to its couilftry of 6rigin. ’j{et US Army actio;ls wefe hot tixeft and the
: propert)" i4n QUestioﬁ'Was puft to better u‘sg, beneﬁting far rﬁoré needy indi;riduals than
anything propoééd by alvgo’v?ernment in Hungary which, by 1§48,,was clearly antithetical to

{

the United States.'”

- The ﬁxial portions ofi the story of the Hungarian G;)ld train ‘ar’e caught.up in the
; Cold War tensions between éEast and West, especially between the Unitc;d States and the
Soviet Uni(;n, already evidelilt in 1946. Hungary, far from being an honést and open broker
in its transactions with the ﬁnited States éoncérning Hungariah Cold Train property in
'Austria, was becoming incréasingly hpsti‘le, reﬂecﬁng its shift from a fascist regl;m“e toa
| puppet Qnd totalitarian Communist state dominated by the USSR. While the West had
hopes tilat the postwar wor'léd would be inore reﬂ¢Ct_ivé of the ideals of the Atlantic Charter,
nations thrdughouthasterngEurope, includi.n'g Hungary, were being vcut-off from Western

Civilization and were beingﬁplaeed behind what former British Prime Minister Winston S.

Churchill described as the “Iron Curtain.” Thus, in the immediate postwar period

H
i

Hungary lurched from the f)oliticyal right, as its fascist government was dissolved, to the
political left wing as itsgdvé‘mmen’t came increasingly under the sway and domination of

the Communist Soviet Union, whose troops occupied Hungary. Already by the fall of 1945

and into early 1946, it was b:ecoming obvious to the Western Allies that the Soviets intended
_ to install governments favoring Communist ideologyf in Eastern Europe and the shift in

i
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political allégialice produced a change in the attitudes of the local politicians who became -
0 S
more bellicose and whose cooperation with Western authorities became rarer. Hungary

made the shift to communis;m only gradually, as Soviet dictator J osepﬁ Stalin had decided '

SR

against an inimediate Communist seizure of power. ‘He instructed the Hungarian
- Communist Party “to'take-? gradua,list‘approagh," hoping to delay a communist takeover
for “ten to fifteen years in oirder- to deflect Western criticism of rapid communist takeovers '

in Poland, Bulgaria, quaﬁia,‘ and the Soviet Zone of Germany.” Hungarian Communists
opposed this plan and after September 1947 “the Hungarian Communist Party proceeded

V swiftly*to assume full control of the government.” They had fully succeeded by -

;

mid-1948." L L - (
| Starting in mid-1946 and disturbingly‘exte‘hding to the presentvd'ay, the issue of
restitution became a valuabile'-prophganda tool for use against the Westjn general and the

United States in particular.; The records show that Communist Hungarfan charges of fheft,

made largely for propaganda purposes, were increasingly frequency after 1946, and now,
unfortunately, have been résurrééted in nearly verbatim form in the late twentieth century.

These chargés were clearly fgidentiﬁed as Communist propaganda at the time, but it appears

such analysis and discrimiﬁation is missing today, According to U.S. officials in 1946,

- anti-U.S: elements in these countries are making capital from the U.S, failure to
restore property looted by the Germans after the break of these satellite
.Governments with (‘}ermany - Particularly is this true of the Communist Party in
Hungary; they cite non- restltutmn as an mdlcatlon of lack of interest on the part of
the Western Democracnes s :

i
H
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Evén U.S. Army personnel dealing with property restitution at the local level_Were subject

to Communist recriminations and unfounded'charges seeking to make the disposition of

the Hungarian Gold Train pjrop_erty anoth'ervfocus of anti-Western propaganda to qSe
against the United States. Tihe Chief of the Raparatiohs; Deliveries, and Restitution
Divisions of USFA, US'ACA,? wrote to the Ameriaan State Department Legation in V’iennav
in August 1948 ?hat hlS ofﬁge had been aslﬁed"by Washiagton " for gaidance in countering

the accusations concerning tjhe disposition of the loot [Werfen] train,” and that the RD&R

A

Division would like to ‘know: how Washington “had countered the Hungarian propaganda

angles.” This officer shggésted that Washington » stress the unselfish release to IRO and

i

the use of proceeds for the rehabilitation of the victims of loot?”""*. Yet in spite of such -

American efforts toprové that Hungarian Gold Train property was not stolen and that it
. ! . L ‘ ) : ’ '

had been put to good use, Hungarian allegations continued and are now (repeated again in

the late twentieth century. |

What most obsgrver%s in Huhgary, Austria, and now in the ﬂnited S.tat,es, failed to

see in the late 1940s, is thatéHungarian Gold Train property was properly and legally

disposed of, including jthat :property« on loan to U.S. service personnel. What property
remained unclaimed by its }egitimate owners, who were likely deceased and that had not

S

been turned over for sale oi' use by United Nations refugee organizations for the benefit of

victims of Nazi persecution prior to the end of the American occupation, was recalled using

memorandum of receipts afnd inventories that had been in the posséssion of USFA Property

Control, Restitutioh and‘YC?laims officers since the earliest days of the American presence in

Austria in 1945. Duplicate requisition forms, ascording to standard U.S. Army operating
?" 60
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procedures, were also held by service personnel who requisitioned the items in question,

i {

and'by unit property'ébntr(;)l officers. In this manner, Hungariaﬂ GdldTr'ai‘n xﬁaferials' ,
were ﬁfst gathered by Propf‘ért'y Control Officers fr(')in U.S. Army personnel of all ranks
who had been using them diuring' thé preceding years. The items were thén inspected,
checked against inventory and requisition sheets, and tu rngd over to Ahsti‘ian authoritie§ -
for final dispositio‘n'. Suryi\:i'ing U.S. Army record§ étvthe ﬁationai Archlves cléarly show
that property, including th%t from the Hungarian Gold Train were retufﬁed and wenLe not‘
stolen. This includes thé, pfoperty in the possession of Generals Clark and Cpllins, and in
the possession of many of tl;;eir §imilarly ranked COlleégues. Twenty;two:oi" the .recéipts
' turnéd in by 1948 ithlv‘édfproIf)ertybfrom the Hungarian Gold Train held bf the

42 Infz{ntry Division aioné. According td a meﬁ_m from Lieutenant Coionel Helléf,

: ; \ .

Property Control Ofﬁcer, “:Ithe Headquarters Commandant of thié Division is preparing a
Master Recei@t acknowledéing responsibility t"or_ this pfoperty. " The reééipts.were
collected in a series of fiies sgpe;cially devoted to the Werfeh train prqperfy th at survive in
U.S. Army records at the N;tional Archives and Records Admiﬁistnjétien.‘f?

Examining the{sui'vij/ing‘documentsv in their entiréty makes plain that one set
c‘onsists of hand receipts an%i formal requisition forﬁns, dating primgrily from 1945 and «
1946, acknowledging that piroperty is peing obtained on loan from .thc Militéry ,
Government Property Contiral Warehouse in Salzburg under legal and fully authorized
circumstances and s'tandar(i opéraﬁng procedures. rIf the intent of U.S. service personnkel

: | ,

. | ; i :
from enlisted through flag r;anks was indeed the looting and theft of dispossessed valuables,

o

it is extremely unlikely that%signed receipts would ever have been created in the first place
61
|
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or that they would have sur\friVed to-the present day leaving a clear fecord of individual

~ possession of these items. Itiis also unlikely that property control officers would similarly

maintain records confirming these loans and calling for the return of such property,

I ’ } .
especially if it involved 'sepio'r officers. Itis of special note that the property gathered for

St

the use of General Collins il;’ particular, was obtained by several of his Aide-de-Camps, not
by the general personally. I;t is very unlikely that General Collins himself, whose duties
undoubtedly kept him busy, had any idea what property was being obtained in his name,

. nor did he have any knowlé:dge of the ofigins of the household furiﬁshings that suf‘rounded
him. The same is undoubtedly true in the case of Lieutenant General Mark Clérk, the

" USFA commander.'® Anothef set of receipts and inventory shejéts iny the same archival
P ’ ‘

location, largely dating from 1947 and 1948, clearly show that property loaned from the ‘ .

Property Control Warehouse to Generals Clark and Collins and their contemporaries and
» ' , : . .

, ‘ ; ‘
subordinates, including property from the Hungarian Gold Train, was inventoried,
appraised, collected and ac:counted for, and was then turned over to the Fedei'al ‘Republic

of Austria for final disposit:itm according to an agreement between USACA and the

|

Austrian governmen't; ‘ Thef Hungarian Gold Train property did not remain in the

permanent possessionv of thf‘é military personnel to which it was loaned. Such allegations

4 | N

have no basis in fact.'” |
' |

Hungarian propert)‘} in U.S. Army custody was initially tlfeétted no differently than
' ] . i ,

property belonging to othe;r European governments. It was guarded,finventoried, when
and where possible, and wz}s then turned over to property control officers. When rumors
were received from whatever source that items from the Hungérian‘(}old or Werfen Train,

H
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or other material in the property coniml warehouse, had been misplaced or stolen, USFA

{

officials iﬁvestig:ited. The surviving records contain many references to such actions. In
June 1945, for example, a CIorporal Vance, the 242" Infantry Regiment S-2 clerk, passed
on the message to a Lieutenant Ettinger “that his regiment is to investigate, trace, and pick

up the [Hungarian] "s:ilver alild rugs looted from 28 box cars in Hofgarten [sic] [map 2
location] 3382, with a follow-up report of actions taken.”"™ In another case when the
Austrian administrator of Sfchlqss Klessheim presented a list of missing items to the

Restitution and Reparations Section of the Headquarters of the Military Covern’meiit of

Land Salzburg, thAé list was Epassed ilp the:chz.xivn of com;ﬁa‘qd and efforts were ﬁndertékep 3
o ﬁnd é}ld ré;fore~thé missfng itéms."‘ - | | |

' ‘()ften'U.'S. Arﬁxy sol(jliers; were pof'dispatciléd to locations c?ntailiing valuahles\ -
quickly. enough to prevent tileft and looting by a désperate IAustriah populétion, by

‘ 'displaced persons, or could ;hot stop the persistent efforts of numerous individuals
determined to steal. In the ¢ase of the Hopfgarten train containing property of alleged

Hungarian origins ‘;iiscoirer(;d:in 'May 1945, subsequent investigations revealed that

i
H

farmers from thevs‘urronndi:n‘g countryside had opeliéd the cars and plundered them before:

and supposédiy even after US Army personnél arrived, a storyk_;:orroborated by bbth

‘ ‘raiiroad' workers and lbcél‘éivilians. Although a“stro.nger American guard detail was
immediately placed on the; tirain, it was reportéd ;hat while the Sbld\iers stood gu‘z.u'd on one
side of the tréin, lopteré br;n?ielil)‘/ and openly plundered the cars from the oppés;ite side. In.
this case, at least;ox;e car coptainipg Persién fﬁgs and silvgr wa$ empfy by the time thé

~ train left for the Property Control Warehouse in Salzburg. The railroad men and locals
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later questioned about the tilefts denied having any knowledge of the property, indigdantly

! :

‘ clalmmg “they would not stoop to plundermg 12

I

Yet desplte such anecdotal fallures, the U.S. Army made good falth efforts to track

i

down missing property and;to follow up reports of lootmg and pllfermg. On one oecasmn

| . ’
when “a confidential source” reported that 300 to 400 blankets were removed from
German Army Medical Corps stocks in Bad Gastein, a Captain Ames of the 232™ Infantry

Regiment, 42™ Division, Wafs ordered to investigate “who took the blankets so that they can
be returned immediately.” ‘The captain was further told to warn his guards that the

; P . ) : . X . . -
American division hospital officer must authorize all removal of German medical supplies,

| ‘althoughvthey were technicady and legally captdred enemy materiel subject to USFA uée. :
The subsequent inrestigatidn’ revealed that the 400 blankets were requisitioned for the
benefit of Jewish DPs.k123 fIn[ yet anorher case, it was reported in September 1945, “that
civilians-had taken furniturée-and rugs from a CEM [captured enemy materiel] Target in a
castle formerly used as an SS Training Center near BRUCK,” in spite of the fact that the
target was beix_ng guarded b'y five enﬂieted rrl'en. it was “reques‘ted that info be obtained on

~ whose authority the furnitajre and‘ rugs were rnoved " -and that results of rhe investigation
be reported.”” U.S. Armyvf»)ersddrlel consrdered.all reports of pilfering ae e'q“ually serious, -
and did not allow_ relative vfalue to a_ffecr the timelilress or thoroughness of their acrions.

i

When serious reports were received at division headquarters that members of the _
| . . A
232" Infantry Regiment, 42“d Dwnsron, were lootmg art treasures at Fischorn Castle as
thelr tour of guard duty there was. endmg in September 1945, the response was typlcally

‘ swift. The existing guards at this captured enemy materlel locatlon, formerly one of many

64



residences used as-a loot repjository by Nazi Luftwaffe Chief Herman Goering, were

immediately replaced by trqops of another unit, the 242™ Infantry Regiinent, and an

3

o investigation was launched.: As was later reported, the officer in charge talked to.both the
members of the 232" and 242" Infantry Regiments, bolstered the guard at the castle, and
filed a report with his supeﬁiors. In additfim, as wasvsta‘ndard operating procedure .

whenever troe’pé left a field command for reassignment or transport back to the United

States for discharge, this officer reported that “an inspection is being made of all mens’

baggage and packages to see that no looting has been taking place. " After all was said and

don’e’, hdwe‘;er, the reports (E)f looti;ig by U.S. service personﬁel at Fischorn Casﬂe were
" dismissed as “oniy a rumor; 1125, |
' While most rumors %nd‘aliegﬁtidns of theft and l;)otiﬁg iﬁvolved enlisted mel‘n,xtlieir A
' superiérs Weré not vbéyond li)eiﬁg held accquntable for their actions vjuAst by the fact of their

higher rank. When generai officers left Austria for retirement or assignment elsewhere, ‘

i
! |

hand réceipts and requisiti(“msvfor loaned items were checked to.insun"e: the propefty
remﬁined under U.S. Aminy‘r control. Often, as with other U.S. Govemmenf property, items
on léan fr'ovm the property ﬁd‘ntfol ‘ivzvlrehou‘se,‘f;fom the Hu.ngs‘xrian‘G(.JId‘ Trajn ‘a.x;ld other
like stocks were turned‘ ov.eir‘to the rext coﬁlmander with new req;isitions or hand feceibts |
to shqw the transfer. Discrfepancies, lost, ;iestro.yed', or daméged ite,i“;‘s were P“‘)mptly '
noted and investigated, ahd; as appropriaté,'were located or compensz;ted.’fé

Yet e\'renv if service nflembers managed to'~§u§cessfully commit theft :gnd conceal the -
loét while on overseas duty, the U.S. Army, in c;njunction with U.S. Cﬁstoms ofﬁcials, haq

in place certification requirements and an inspection system to prevent unauthorized or
» . ’* ) . t ’ ’ . . t. ’
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stolen material from entering the United States. Each returning soldier had to.have in his

possession at the paint of ‘elrrlbarkation in-Europe, and often at the point of debarkation in

5

the United States, , ‘

a certificate in dup'liu!:ate, signed by his superior commissioned officer, and bearing

appropriate official theater stamp indicating that the bearer is officially authorized

by the theater commander, ito retain as his personal property the articles listed on

the certificate. The s1gned duplicate certlficate will be taken up by an officer of the

port of embarkation (and a consolidated certificate accomplished) or by the

Customs Bureau or military authorities at the port of debarkation. The original will -
. be retained by the bearer.””

These authorization certifications also applied to parcels mailed by service per_sonnel from

oversaas‘ duty stati0n§ to the Unitad States thr‘oufgh the Army Post Ofﬁpe system. These

requirements were in addiﬁion to thé usual contraband searches routinely conducted upon
I - - ’

' returning soldiers by militaéry ;ancll civilian officials at ports of gmbarkation and‘ :

debarkation worldwide. W;hlle enterprising thieve§ could,evad'e thesebsafegaards, wrlich

depen(ied on the qrrality qf ,(ianforcement by military and aonémilirary agénciea, U;S. Army

officials did take serious‘_précauti(’)ns} and did irnplement policies to .l‘irnit the transport and |

P : ‘ :

_ permanent posseésian of looted items by service members.
- There is one documeht in surviving records indicating that military officials perhaps
did not always perform their custodial duties as effectively or as efi‘icientlyas possible.

When inquiries were madeby the headquarters, MilitaryGovérnment, Lahd‘Salzbl_lrg, '
. N B . ' . v . , . N ) .

regarding possible improprjeties concerning the handling and?transfer of material from the

property control warehouse in July 1947, an extensive investigation was undertaken into

practices followed since the end of the war. Eight officers were interviewed and scores of
|
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lnventorles, memorandums !of receipt, and statements were gathered A final report

’ | completed by the 1nvest1gat1ng officer, MaJor Cullus M. Mayes, stated that some problems :
v i :
o had ex1sted, notlng that,- -
"There has never been a complete 1nventory made of the Property Control '
Warehouse, accordmg to information received by the investigating officer Property

“in some cases has- been moved from one location to another without. proper notice

- . being given to the Property Control Office. Property seems to have been drawn and =

‘correctly signed for in most cases. The records of M/Rs [memorandums of receipt]
and other receipts are badly mixed up while nomenclature is not standard and
might cause some property to be mentioned twice.

|
The report suggested that “officers living or haVing lived in houses containing

roperty from the Propertyf Control‘Warehouse be held morally responsible for any.losses

of such property during their occupancy," 1nd1cating the typical U S Army concern that

o loaned property be adequately cared for It was further recommended “that officers'
" having signed M/Rs and leaving on ‘permanent change of station without a proper : ~
clearance of such property'f;rom the Property Contr0l Warehou_se be held‘fina_ncially' ‘.
-responSiblea " :i_ndic'ating thattsold‘iers" were going ;to be held accountable for property in
their care and th‘at ‘the Armydid not--consider such,loaned items.to be the permanent R
| n i e e ‘1zs ‘ '

- posseSSions of the requisitionmg soldier. 'Although thls solitary report mdicates that

‘ 1mpropr1eties may have exrsted it also 1nd1cates that standard procedures and legal

requirements were‘.fu,lfilled in most cases. There is little indication that notable amounts of
missing’,or loaned. property Was_stolen by Soldiers or that the Army _created an atmosphere
. \ . . :

where such behav1or was condoned or was cons1dered proper or allowable conduct While

l
!
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a few cases may exist of soldiers engaging in looting and pillaging, these cases are the

actlons of a small mmorlty and do not represent institutionalized behavmr

;
jTHE AMERICAN SIN AUSTRIA

The U.S. military occupation of Austrla lasted from May 8, 1945 to October 25,
1955. The Austrians pralsed U.S. efforts in their country durmg that time and appeared to |
like American troops, v1ew11§ig the USFA as a benevolent factor in their nation s rapid , |
recovery and rehabilitation'ifollo'wiug the ’warl Not surprisingly they regardeil the
Ainerican soldiers as the nwfst amiable of ell the occupying forces 'ami the ones Amost
i:ayorably disposed to the average Austrian. Such statements ai‘e not anecdotal and could
be heard throughout Europe in the immediate postwai" years, omong victor and "
uanquished alike, with similfar stateinents ~still being uttered by the wartime generation' of
Europeans aliye today. The!; reputotion oi the U.S. Army during Woi‘ld War Il as an
‘ instiiution, and the soldier ais an iudividual, has alivays‘ been good and has assumed uearly
legendary status in the nali eentury since the end of the war. Indeecl, while\ the image of the
. young, smiling soldier‘haueliing out chocolo‘tevbars to ecsfatic childi‘en may l)e a siereoty;)e 7
and overused Cllche,‘ the overwhelmmg amount of evndence, mcludiug the perceptmns of
unbiased Europeans, then and now, supports the fact that the United States and its mllitary
were a positive social and 'ec.’onomic force. The U.S. Army, and tlie United States, without
regai'd for personel or‘ national aggrandizement, helped liberate a continent frOm a
monstrous totalltarlau evil alnd stayed long enough afterwai'd to preveut the contlnent from

i
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slipping under the control ﬁf another equally maleficent evil. The U.S. Army’s fine

“reputation was earned and well-deserved in contrast to that of the other Allied powers,

such as the Soviet Union. The words of Austria Foréign Minister Karl Gruber in 1951

|
\ .

* summed up the general Austrian attitude and the fundamental difference between the
Americans and their one-tirﬁe Soviet allies. When asked by Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei

Vishinsky why he was so ,ow;ei'whelmingly pro-American, Gruber replied “The U.S.

practically paid for the new fAust’ria and asked for nothing. You;[the Soviets] not only take -
what does not belong to you, but also try to meddle in our affairs.”"*

i
'

The Americans had Iirbven generous and helpful eécupiers, breaking the traditional
view of military conquerors,é by pfoviding tremendous amounts of financial aid to Austria,

over-$200 million by just Jmlnei947 alone. In addition, while Austria was required to pay -

3
i

the costs of their own'occupétion, Americam,demands were far less onerous than those of ‘
other occupiérs, espeéially tlie So&iet Union. I-n 1945 alone, the Aﬁétrian Go;'ernment ‘péid

10 million schiliings to the tliree Westévm occupfih'g lidwers and~ o?ér 450 millioh schil‘ling's' | |
to the Spviet Union. Eifen m;ore revealilig, after July‘-1947, the,i.]nited St;ites, uhlike any of

“the other occupying powers, shouldered its own costgvof occupation while paying out an
' E , i ‘ '

additional 308,382,590 Aushﬁian schillings in claims to Austrian nationals.” Taken with

. ' N . . M 3 . R . : . - N
well-known American postwar programs associated with the reconstruction of Europe,
such as the 1947 European Riecovery Act or the Marshall Plan, it is inappropriate to accuse

the United States, o_r'its Army as an institution, of seeking to enrich themselves at Europe’s

expense.
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As fovr the American i‘tro‘ops, as one historian has Wrirten, the Austrians were effusive
in their praise of U.S. Army|personnel of all ranks. ‘Austrians generally revered General
Clark and regretted his dep:a'rture', and similar sentiments and words of praise were

repeatedly and publicly sho;’vered on Clark’ s subordinates by many Austrian government

officials. In speaking of Aniierican enlisted personnel, however, it has been noted that,

Any occupatioxi forceT engenders a certain amount of friction and Americans

fomented their share;of trouble in Austria. Although instances to the contrary -
- probably existed, records showed that Americans involved in altercations with'

Austrians or Allied forces in Austria, could expect an effort to admimster the
 traditional form of UF, military and cmllan discipline.”'

An mspectmn of USFA Provost Marshall General monthly reports through

1948 qulckly dispels any allegation that U.S. Army forces in Austria were any less
I
disciplined, any less well-commanded or controlled, or any different than U.S. forces in any

other occupation zone or”duiy station. These records, comparable to monthly civilian
police reports, show that U.S. Army soldiers were investigated; arrested, and duly punished

for all manner of typical offe:nses including drunkenness, fighting, robbery, fraternization,

2

and, although rarer, black rriarket dealings in stolen U.S. Goverilment property, currency,
. : . ] -

and Post Exchange goods. Not a'single incident of soldiers stealing or dealing in looted

property or Holocaust era asi]sets originating from the Hungarian Gold or Werfen Train is

recorded, or reported as beiiig investigated by milifary police officials. Allegations to the

contrary are snmply without foundatlon

|
I‘
|
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; iSUMMARY AND CONCLUSION -

f
.

The hiStory of the US Ai'my dﬁriﬁg tﬁe océupaﬁon of Auétria'éna in the matter 6f
restitutioﬁ of préperty loo‘teid by Nazi Germany and her Hungarian ally is extraordinary, :
complex, and convoluted.' ’I:he story also reflects the ma'ny changes taking piéce in Allied

| and U.S. attitudes émdA policfies durinlé the postwar recqnstruction‘of war torn, ;levastated :

Europc. To properly underiStand the U.S. Army’s role, it i§ cfucial to fully understand the
context of the timt':sv.‘- If, as néo'ted by scholal;s and h.iétorian'sv of tile U.S. military occui)ation
of Austria, “ restitﬁti;)n proééd to bt;, 'a. minm; issue for the American sé;ctor,” it wés because
the preservation of life itsglféawas such a much mofé demanding and jmmeéiafe task."” To
the avéragé Americax; ofﬁge;l's'and elilist.eq rheq (;m occ’ﬁp{ation duty in Austria, resiitution
of propefty wa§ qn’ly one of Emaﬁy daily matfers With whicﬁ thgy had to contend.

"The aHEgati(;lvlyS ma;lei "in the October 1999 report released by the PfeSidentizil
Adyisory Cqmmissioﬁ on H(i)locéust Assets in thc‘ United States are»ungupported by the
existing published and docuimentary record. Each allegation caﬁ either be di#provéd or
qualified to sﬁc’h a‘ degree by examining the full his‘t(.)ri.cal record that tljeybecbme baseless.

| In'summary, t:heyRepiort’s charge that thé _Unite.dAStatestorces Austria departed |
from the “general policy of I}feturnil;g cdl*tAlral assets:ttk) the country of _origin". is largely
false based oh the §ﬁrviving ?evidencé The vast n'iajority of monétéfy énd cultullz;l assets
clearly identified as being Iiémgariaﬁ in brigil‘rllwere.' t\fitller restpfed or tumed overtoa
thifd party by the US Army for r_estitutioﬁ by 194.8.. ’fhe fact that materiéls turned o‘verb
to Ausfria by the U;ited Staites acconl"ding to postwar agreemept"s'mgy‘or inay not havé been
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: subsequently restored to Hlingary by Austria is immaterial. In addition, U.S. and allied
. . I A} . .

restitution policies, as with 9ccﬁpation policieﬁs in general, chénged cohtinually'durin\g the

!

postwar years. The fact that Hungary was an ex-enemy and fascist nation during the war
and soon became a Cominuhist satellite of the USSR, and was therefore an ideological
- opponent of fhe United Stétées and its Allies in the “freé world, " prevehted the sort of full

cooperation shown to other :.Eu‘répean nations. Yet in dealing with Hungarian claims, the

USFA follbwed‘ standard opérating pr(_ﬁcedures in the vést maj.ority of cases and dealt with
ﬁore Hungarian claims fhain aﬁ}.' other Eﬁrobean 'hatiQh; |

Thé Repoft’s charge E&that the conduct of Americah 'fbrces in oécupying Austria was
less disciplined than that of ;the American forces‘occup'yin‘g Cermany is unequivocally false.
ABSOlutely nb evidence e;(is;ts to sﬁpbort this alleéation in the reports of the USFA,

Us. Army Provost Marshall General, U.S. Army Jildgé Advocate General, 'U;.S..Army

Inspector General, or U.S. Army unit fecords. U.S. Army soldiers in Austria were
. \ 3 | N . !
~ ,

| governediby the same Articles of War, same standards of discipline, comménd, control,
L

and behavior as U.S. forces %mywhere else in the world at the time. There is n‘of distinet or

separate standard for troops stationéd in one area as opposed to anbthér and allegations

_that soldiers in Austria »ﬁeréi rogues, écound‘rels, and‘thieveS‘is not supported by the
surviving documentary récofrﬁ. Such o?er-simpliﬁed and general categorizations are ﬁot
the recollection of zf’gkustriansE or Americans preseht at thé time.
The Report’s .clizirge‘:%th;it'American forc;as ‘iﬁ.Aus’tria mi#éﬁpfopriated so-called
. “unidentifiable” property of; Hungaﬁan Jews found on the Goid Train is fal‘seﬁ: As has |

been clearly shown, U.S. Army personnel were loaned property in a (iilly authorized and

7
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legal manner. Such properfy was later accounted for, secured and protected, and returned

when claimed by due procgs%s. There was no misappmpriation, While it is entirely possible
o L ' : .

that some itpms from the Hungarian Gold Train were stolen by U.S. Army soldiers whose

. . theft escaped detection, the féxisting record élearly shows that such'ﬁilfering‘Awas neither’

widespread nor sanctioned or condoned by U.S. Army officials'or War Department

‘. . ] .
policies. The record does show that when allegations were made, and even when rumors
. i . . . i .

{

were heard, U.S. Army officials investigated and took corrective action if and when
necessary. : o
S i
i

The Report5s charge ;that USFA officials refused to allow leaders of the Hungarian

Jewish community access ‘tb the gold train to identify the property is false.” Within weeks of

|
i
i

its 'capture, the Hungarian (;old Train had ceased to exist as an identifiable, distinct entity

and it contents were intermi;ngled with other captured enemy materiel in the Military .

+

Government Property Contiol Warehouse in Salzburg. The first claims by alleged

Hungarian J ewish vcommitte:e(s)' weré not made until months if not years later. In addition,
- | : ; .

the accepted Allied and USFA restitution policy did not recognize the validity of private

claims unless they were .mad:e thi'ough a restitution body connected with a national
v | : b

government. The USFA, ac{:ording to this policy, processed more Hungarién claims,

. resulting in more property afnd monetary reimbursement to Hungary than any other
European nation, save one, by late 1947. If the person, organization, or government

i

making a claim appeared squﬁect as to ownership, motivations, or intentions, USFA .
" officials, like those of their a:llies, denied such claims. The Hungarian Restitution
Commission spent ycférs in \Efienna helping its citizens process the thousands of claims

|
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 made on property in USFAEposseSsioh. Thus, in accordance with practices elsewhere,
o . L ; l : .- ' ‘ l

‘U.S. officials opted to turn tf)ver unclaimed Hungarian Gold Train property to

internationally recognized and wholly legitimate refugee and‘HolocaustA survivor assistance

organizations. Such actibns:' on the part of the United States and the U.S. Army ensured

beyond any doubt fhat ugclfaimed propefty “ben’eﬁted thoge truly in neefi #nd\l;of

: Cémmunist officials in Hunzgary or the Soviet Union.

The 'Réporf’s’ éhargé:;that li%gh-faﬁking Ameficén offi'ciziis \"t'o‘ok.a'ssé‘ts from t'lie.Gold
~ Train for their own personzil use 1s over-simpliﬁed and _highly ﬁisieading, As statedf, such

préctice was authorized, leghl according to international law and agreements, and was
accompanied by a high degree of accountability, more so in the U.S. Army than in any of

the other Allied occ‘upati’on. forces in Austria. Such transactions were recorded in detail

and soldiers were made accountable for the return of loaned property. There is no

evidenée, either in the Co_ml;nission' report, or in existing records, to suppbrt the idea that -
this property became the permanent property of those soldiers who duly reqﬁisitioned it

from the Military Goverﬁmfent Property Control Warehouse. ‘Inci'dents of pilfering and -

i

theft are more rumor and rﬁyth than fact. Continued claims to the contrary show a lack of

1

understanding of document?ry evidence and internationally accépted military procedures
and practices. ) .
“The Report’s charge that assets from the gold train were sold through the Army

‘Exchange is unproven by th’je existing documentary record. While documehts exist to show

that this possibility was con$idered, there is no set of 're'co,rds to show that such sales
_ T ‘ ‘ , ‘

i

actually took place. If in fa{:t such sales took place, it also appears that the developing

4.

i

! .
i
B

|



U.S. Army policy was that proceeds from these sales of unidentified and unclaimed

properties of unknown orig’?ns, wouvld have gone into accounts used to assist refugees and
> x B ' c K . R
Holocaust victims administered by United Nations-sponsored refugee organizations. They

did not go into the pockets(:)f U.S: Army soldiers, or.to Austrians prior to 1948, or as

Communist propagﬁn_da of the time alleged, to Hungarian Nazis.
The Report’s chafge? that assets from the Gold Train were stolen outright is
absblutely false. No doCum{entary evidence supports this allegation that American soldiers

B ; ‘ : ! : ) L ‘ - .
were guilty of any such theft at any period between the acquisition of the Hungarian Gold "
. . 1, L . ‘ . B
Train in May 1945 until thefinal remnants were turned over to the Austrian government

. in mid-1948. Significant evidence does suggest that the contents of the Huhgarian Gold

.Train were looted by displaced pérsons, by Austrian civilians, by German troops, prisoners
. ; . . N . N y |

of war and disarmed enemy person'n'el, by Hungarian soldiers entrusted with the security:

of the train, and by the veryf Hungarian fascist officials and government members who put
the train together in the ﬁrsi place. If theft occurred, it was not at the hands of U.S. Army

soldiers, who, in accordance with their orders, did everything possible under the vefy
trying circumstances at the time to do their duty and protect property that was not their
own." . ‘
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133. Quotatlon from Whltnah Amerzcan 0ccupatzon p 225

134 Quotations from Pres1dent1al Adv1sory Comm1ss1on Report on Holocaust Era Assets inthe
United States, ™ Progress Report On The Mystery of the Hunganan Gold Tram " 14 October ’
1999, p AN
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PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON
HOLOCAUST ASSETS IN THE UNITED STATES

f
|

1

PRESIDENTIAL
ADVISORY COMMISSION
ON HOLOCAUST ASSETS Edgar M. Bronfman ) . Kenneth L. Klothen
IN THE UNITED STATES Chairman ‘ ) Executive Director
April 24, 2000
P.T. Henry

Assistant Secretary to the Army
Manpower and Reserves Affairs
#2E594 -
- The Pentagon i
. Washington, D.C. 20310

- Dear P.T.:
. ; . . :
Iam writing to enlist yourisupport to determine whether records relevant to the conduct of U.S.
troops in Europe still exist'so that we can study their behavior with regard to Holocaust assets. [
‘have been informed that at Ieast some of these documents may have been destroyed.

The Commission understands that the overwhelming majority of American servicemen behaved in
exemplary fashion in Europe. There are, however, questions that need to be answered about the
possible misappropriation of assets by some U.S. soldiers. Therefore, we are interested in records
concerning troop behavior during the period in question. Furthermore, the Commission would like to
obtain any historical or special reports related to the CID organization, operations and investigations
during the 1944-1950 perlod

In order to gain some indication of the incidence of misbehavior involving American military
personnel and victims’ assets, it may prove useful to undertake a quantitative analysis of such crimes.
Thus, statistical surveys or analyses of incidences of misbehavior, as well as data concerning courts-
martial investigations involving theft of assets, could prove valuable to our research.

I would appreciate your help in arranging a meeting between Commission staff and the records
managers of the following federal facilities: U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Division Command
(CID Crime Records Center), U.S. Army Military Police School, National Personnel Records Center
(Military and Civilian Personnel Branches), and the Washington National Records Center to
determine whether the relevant records still exist and, if so, to help speed our review of these
documents.

Thanl¢ you for your consideration.

Kegneth L. Klothen
Executive Director - |

901 15th Street, NW o Suite 350:;* Washington, DC 20005 ¢ 202-371-6400 ¢ Fax 202-371-5678



. DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
o MANPOWER AND RESERVE AFFAIRS -
; 111 ARMY PENTAGON . '
- WASHINGTON DC 20310-0111

- May 8, 2000

ECEIVE

MAY 10 2000

1

" Mr. Kenneth L. Klothen
Executive Director \

Presidential Advisory Commrssron on L
~ Holocaust Assets in the United States

901 15th Street, Northwest Suite 350
Washmgton DC 20005 -

Dearw /, 3

Thank you for your recent letter requesting assistance with locating records
regarding the conduct of United States soldlers in the handhng of Holocaust~era '
assets. : R

In accordance with apphcable records management pollcres Criminal
Investigation Command records from the World War Il éra and occupation are
retired at the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). | have asked
the Criminal Investigation Command: Crime Records Center to search its holdings to
ensure that no records, from that era were inadvertently overlooked. | will advise you
immediately if responswe records are located in the Army'’s filing system

According to the Army's records management pohcues of the time, those
records of The Judge Advocate Generals Corps with lasting historical value that may - -
be responsive to your request have also been transferred to NARA. In addmon to
these records, the Office of the Clerk of Court, U.S. Army Judiciary, can retneve .
records of World War i era courts-martial, based on the name of the accused.
Thus, if your research discloses the identity of specific soldiers involved in the
~ misappropriation of assets, your researchers may also wish to contact Ms. Mary
.- Dennis at (703) 588- 7920, for relevant Army courts-martial documents. -

: ] . .

ln response to your query of Mmtary Police files, we are mvest:gatmg‘.What

files may have been retained and what files have been destroyed in accordance with
the records management policies of the time requiring the purging of nonessential -
and routine information after it has served its intended purpose. Current Army
records management pohcy directs that those Military Police files generated during
wartime be retained for a period of 50 years. We are in contact with the Military
Police School in order to identify any residual records that may have been retained-

-from that time period; however, essential records from that era should, by policy, -

~ have been transferredito the NARA. | am awaiting a response from the search of

1
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i
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the records at the Mlhtary Police School and will appnse you should they have any
relevant records still in |the|r possession.

Fmally, the Natlonal Personnel Records Center is under the Junsdlctlon of
NARA, not the United States Army. The Washington National Records: Centeris a
General Services Admlnlstratlon (GSA) complex providing residual storage space to
NARA and other Government agencies. We can coordinate with NARA and GSA to

- facilitate your review of Army ] holdmgs at these facilities.

I
Please advise regardmg how | can be of further of assxstance to you on thls

- matter.

I . PO
é o Sincerely,

{
i
i
{

. Assistant Secretary of tihie Army
! (Manpowe_r,and Reserve Affairs)



* PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORY COMMISSION ON
HoLOCAUST ASSETS IN THE UNITED STATES

PRESIDENTIAL S :
ADVISORY COMMISSION : i . . )
ONHOLOCAUST ASSETS  Edour M. Broaof S : K h L. Kloth
IN THE UNITED STATES  cponman o i : ' o Executive Director
‘ i
August 4, 2000 f

Assistant Secretary P.T. HemI_'y '
Department of the Army |
Manpower and Reserves Affalrs
#2E594 |
The Pentagon ' !
Washington, D.C. 20310

pro
Dear MeHenry: |

I am writing to enlist your support in determining whether record of interest to the Commission still
exist as part of the U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command’s Investigative Records
Repository (IRR). Thave been informed that, although many Nazi-era records have been released to
the National Archives, some of these documents may yet be held by the U.S. Army.
A list of individuals is énclosed. The Commission is interested in determining what, if any,
relationship exists between these persons and victims’ assets. We are also interested in gaining
access to the records of the 215th Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) Detachment. Documents relating
to this unit for the period 1945-1950 are of particular interest, because it was the unit that
encountered, arrested and mterrogated Kurt Becher, a prcmment member of the SS who had been
active in Budapest. y »
Finally, the Commission is mterested in determmmg whether records exist pertaining to assets of the
Manfred Weiss family or Manfrcd Welss Company, which were removed from Hungary to Germany
and Austria in 1945. ; »
I would apprecxate your help i m arranging a meetmg betwcen Commission staff and the appropnate
~ officials at Fort Meade to detcrmme whether the relevant records exist and if so, to help speed our
review of these documents. :

Thank you for your cdnsidcration.

Kegneth L. Klothen !
Executive Director

901 15th Street, NW ¢ Suite 350 Washington, DC 20005 » 202-371-6400 » Fax 202-371-5678



Baky, Laszlo.
| Bechcr, Kurt

De Koranyi, Istvan
: Endre; Laszlo.

F erenczz‘y,. Laszlo, :

Hain, Peter
' Jaross, Andor
 Kentlitz, Herbert
Klages, Otto |
| Kolosvary—Borésa, Mihaly
Koltay,'Laszlo |
Szalasi, Ferenc
Toldy, Arpad ‘
Vajna, Gabor '

Vajta, Ferenc

ot

DOB: 13 September 1898

| DOB: Unknown

. DOB: 1 January 1895

i DOB: 8 March 1898

. DOB: 31 May 1895

DOB: 23 May 1896 .
' DOB: Unknown

’ DOB Unkuown

' DOB: 1896

1 DOB: 10 November 1902

 DOB: 6 January 1897
' DOB: 2 Tanuary 1898
: ‘EDOB: 5 November 1891

'DOB: 1914

DOB: 12 September 1909.

POB: Budapest, Hungary

- POB: Hamburg, Germany

POB: Unknown

POB.; Aboﬁy, Hungary
POB: Felsoviso, Hungary
POB: Karolyfalva, Hun gﬁry
POB: Cséhi, Hungary
POB: Unknown
POB: Unknown

POB: Kolozsvar, Hungary |

POB: Dombovar, Hungary

~ POB: Kassa, Hungaty |

POB: Kiskoros, Hungary

POB: Kezdivasarhely, Hungary |

POB: Unknown
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Dcar P.T.: |
Tam writing to enlist your suﬁport in determining whether records of interest to the Commission
still exist as part of the U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command’s Investigative Records
Repository (IRR). Ihave been informed that although many Nazj era records have been released
to the National Archives, some of these documents may yet be held by the U.S. Army.
_ | 4
A list of individuals is enclosed. The Commission is interested in determining what, if any,
relationship exists between thcsc persons and victims’ assets. We are also intcrested in gaining
access Lo the records of the 21 5t” Counter Intelligence Cotps (CTC) Detachment. Documems
relating to this unit for the period 1945- 1950 arc of particular interest
RF inally, the Commission is interested in determining whether records exist pertaining yfassets of
the Manfred Weiss family or the Manifred Weiss Compa.ny, which were removed frgft Hungary
to Germany and Austria in 1945

I would appreciate your help in arranging a meeting between Covimission stpff and the -

appropriate officials at Fort Meade to determine whether the relevant recoyds exist and, if so, to
help speed our review of these documents. :
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, _ |

Kcnneth L. Klothen .
Executive Director




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
THE U.S. ARMY CENTER OF MILITARY HISTORY
- 103 THIRD AVENUE
f FORT LESLEY J. McNAIR DC 20319-5058

j August 7, 2000

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Mr. Kenneth L. KIothe!n :: : E @ E IVIE

Executive Director '
Presidential Advisory Commlssmn on \

Holocaust Assets in the United States AUG 10 2000
901 15" Street, NW, Suite 350
Washington DC 20005

Dear Ken:

In September 1999, at the request of Mr. Henry, the Center's Museum Division
began a formal survey of Army museums for Holocaust-related property that might
somehow have come into their inventories. Although | know we had forwarded a
computerized list of those collective holdings to the commission, we felt that the official
artifact descriptions are often vague and that a more personal appeal to the curators
would be appropriate. | would also add that almost all significant Army posts and
installations have museums and that these |nst|tut|ons are responsible for all hlstorlcal
property on those bases. :

The ﬁrst enclosure |Sfa copy of the memorandum that went out to all of the Army’s
57 museums and historical holdings; the second enclosure is an interim survey report,
noting responses from 35 of these institutions. Presently | am having our curators obtain
responses from the remaining 22 and am also initiating a similar, but voluntary survey of
National Guard museums, (WhICh are not under Federal control).

While this survey cer,tainly will not scour every Army post and every unit dayroom, it
will hit the most likely spots where such items might have migrated. It also alerts the
~ most qualified personnel around the Army to our concerns, making them sensitive to the
issue and to any follow up efforts. In any case, | will Iet you know of our survey’s
uontlnued progress, at least by October

. Sincerely,

C::): :Jr:\sished: b/ﬂ‘ P&M Mtn M /(%”J,( | 7 J/ﬂ ﬁf () g [ﬁ‘j
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
" THE U.S. ARMY CENTER OF MILITARY HISTORY
. 103 THIRD AVENUE .
‘| - FORT LESLEY J. McNAIR DC 20319-5058 .

¥

' REPLY TO

Womoor S: 3 September 1999

DAMH-MD (870-20)

MEMORANDUM FOR Army Women's Museum (ATTN: Ms. Burgess, Museum .
Director) Fort McCieIIan AL 36205- 5000 ‘

SUBJECT Holocaust Era Assets

1. Congress established the U.S. Holocaust Assets Commission Act last year
with the express purpose of reviewing existing records and conducting
. _original research in order to investigate the-acquisition and disposition of .

' monetary and cultural property seized by the Nazis during World War II. In
accordance with the Act, approximately one-third of the commission’s funding
comes from the Army's budget and the Army representative to the supervisory
board is the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Manpower and Reserve
Affairs, the Honorable P.T. Henry. Other board members include prominent
Senators and Representatives as well as cabinet-level individuals from other -
agencies. ! «

2. The focus of the commrssron is on the cultural and financial property of
Holocaust victims that at some point came under U.S. govérnment control
during or after the Second World War. The voluminous Army records of the
postwar occupations of Germany and Austria document the fate of much of

this property, its acquisition; by Army units and individuals and its subsequent
disposition to the proper national and international authorities. ‘However, given
the great volume of the material in question, some of it might inadvertently have
been transferred to an Army installation and ultimately an Army museum.

3. In accordance with Mr. Henry S drrectrve | would appreciate it if you would
search your collection records for any cultural properties or archival material
of this type that would, have. an unknown or European provenance and that
could have been acqurred by the Army between roughly 1943 and 1950. ltems
that would be under consideration include the following: Books, manuscripts,
religious objects, gems, jewelry, precious metals, household goods, art and
related objects, and foreign coins or currency. For now we only need to

know what items, if any, might be in our museum collections, when they were
acquired, and the source of acqursrtron

P@edm@ Racyded Paper



DAMH-MD f A
SUBJECT: Holocaust Era Assets

4. Please respond by 3 September 1999 via mail, fax (FAX: 202-685-2113 or
DSN 325-2113) or email (peterE@hqgda.army.mil). Questions regarding this
action may be referred to Mr. Eric Peterson, Program Information Specialist, at
.202-685-2465 or DSN 325-2465. ‘

FOR THE CHIEF OF MILITARY HISTORY:

JUDSON E. BENNETT, JR.
Chief Curator ‘



mailto:peterE@hqda.army.mil

O Ditosen Swavey Ropat

'

Hol(jcaust Era Assefs. Report

12-Nov-99 ‘
' ' Response Holocaust Assets
Museum Name In Response Date in Collection (Y/N)
L. st Cavalry Division Museum ; Yes 29-Jul-99 No
2. 2d Armored Cavalry Regiment Historical Holding Yes 10-Aug-99 No
3. 3rd Cavalry Museum : Yes 29-Jul-99. No
4. 4th Infantry Division Museum : Yes 13-Aug-99 No
5. 82d Airborne Division War Memorial Museum Yes 12-Aug-99 No
6. Armament Research, Development & Engineering Center HH Yes - 29-Jul-99 No
7. US Army Aviation Museum B ' Yes . 05-Aug-99 No
8. Fort Bliss Museum k ‘ Yes 23-Aug-99 No
9. OmarN. Bradiey Historical Holding | Yes 14-Sep-99 No
10. " The Casemate Museum . ‘ Yes -~ 02-Aug-99 No
1. US Army Chaplain Museum * Yes 24-Aug-99 No
12. Fort Dix Military Historical Holding Yes 03-Aug-99 No
13. Fort Drum Historical Holding Yes 28-Jul-99 No
14. US Amy Corps of Engineers Museum Yes 07-Sep-99 ‘No
IS. US Army Engineer Museum o Yes 06-Sep-99 No
6. US Army Finance Corps Museum ', Yes 02-Sep-99 - No
17. Frontier Army Museum Yes 27-Jul-99 No
I8 US Army Museum of Hawaii Yes 31-Jul-99 No .
19. Hessian Powder Magazine Historicai Hcglding Yes 14-Sep-99. ' No
20. Fort Huachuca Museum ' o Yes 31-Jul-99 . No
. 2L US Army John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Museum Yes 19-Aug-99 No
- 2. US Ammy Medical Department. Museum...... .. .. wYes. .. .. 04-Aug-99. .. No . ___
23. US Army Museum of the Noncommissiéned Officer Yés 10-Aug-99 No
24, The Old Guard Museum Yes 29-1ul-99 No
25. US Army Ordnance Museum Yes 26-Jul-99 No
26.  Patton Museum of Cavalry & Armor . ' Yes 03-Sep-99 No
27, US Army Quartermaster Museum ’ Yes 06-Aug-99 “No
. 28. Rock Island Arsenal Museum ? Yes 10-Aug-99 No
29. Fort Sam Houston Museum © Yes 02-Sep-99 No
30. US Army Field Artillery & Fort Sill Museum Yes 14-Sep-99 No
3L US Army Transportation Museum Yes 17-Aug-99 No
32. Tropic Lightning Museum Yes 03-Aug-99 No

.



Holocaust Assets

!

‘Response
Museum Name 5 . In Response Date [ Collection (Y/N)
33. Army Women's Museumn Yes 13-A;1g-99 No
34, Watervliet z'irsenal Museum ‘ i Yes 29-Jul-99 No
35. West Point Museum o E Yes 16-Aug-99 No
36 Ist Armored Division Old Ironsides Ml;seﬁms No
37 Ist Infantry Division:Museum , No
38. 2nd Infantry Division Museum ' - ‘ ’ No
39. Adjutant General Cf;rps Museum ‘ No
40. US Army Air Defense Artillery Museum No
41. US Cavalry Museum _ ’ No
42. US Army Chemical Corpg Museum No
43. US Armny Communications-Electronics HH No
44. Harbor Defense Museum of New York City No-
45. Fort Jackson Museum o No
46. Fort Lewis Military Museum ’  No
47. Fort George G. Meade Museum : No
48. US Army Military Police Corps Regimental Museum No
49. US Army Military Intelligence Historical Holding No
50. National Infantry Museum ; - No
" 5. National Training Center & 11th Armorfi:d Cavalry Regiment Museum No
52. Fort Polk Military Historical Holding ‘ No
53. Don F. Pratt Museum No
54. Fort Riley Regimental Museum { No
55. US Army Signal Corps Museum . No
56. Fort Stewart Museum . » No
57... White Sands Missile Range Historial Hoiédingf T T T
Statistic Summary !
Total Number Reiquired; ‘ 57
Total Number of Surveys C&mpleted: 35 61.40%
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* November 5, 1999

Support Operations ,

| .
Subject: Army Art and Arétifact Inventory - o .

. [
-t
1

Mr. Kenneth L. Kiothen .
Executive Director P
Presidential Advisory Commrssron on

Holocaust Assets in the United States
901 15™ Street, NW, Suite 350
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Klothen: {

| am forwardmg to you the Army Art and Artifact inventories for the Center's
holdings at our Frankiin Court facility, 14" and L Streets, Washington, DC, NE. Please
review the documents and determine which items you wish to view, then advise me on
a date that your staff will be able to visit our 14™ Street location. Marylou Gjernes, our
Chief of Collections Branch, will require one week from the time we receive > your list until
the time your staff visits, in order to prepare the items for wewmg

Please do not hesrtate to contact the Center if you have any further queries on thrs
or other matters. S

John S. Brown
, Brigadier General, U.S. Army
L Chief of Military History
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- Katherine Page .

Katherine Page

From:

Sent: Monday, August 21, 2000 2:05 PM
To: A Ken Klothen:

Subject: Bert Haggett

f

Ken, ‘
Haggett is from Army Counter Intelligence. He'd called regarding the letter with the list of names sent to PT,

about the investigative records repository. He'did get in touch with Gene at some point before he left his office.
He thinks he gave Gene a name & number of a person up at Ft. Meade to deal with directly. ,

Andy Swicegood (301) 677-2445

K.
Tracking:

Read
Read: 8/21/00 2:20 PM

Recipient
Ken Klothen |
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Katherine Page

From: - Ken Klothen

Sent: Monday, August 21, 2000 11:02 AM
To: Katherine Page

Subject: RE: Bert Haggett

call him and find out what he wants - his name is vaguely familiar, is the number a Pentagon number?

KLK :
-----Qriginal Message-----
From: Katherine Page
Sent: Monday, August 21, 2000 10:20 AM
To: Ken Klothen |

Subject: Bert Haggett

While you were out with Becky, Bert Haggett called. Gene didnt want to speak to him until we knew who
he is, but I couldn't find any reference to him in your machine or mine. You said you didn’t know him.
When I called him to find out who he is, his message on voice mail stated that he would be out of the office,
returning today. His number is 703-601-1959.

(PHONE CALL)

(T o zxw/z{_@
w LI f,()/(’f _

T

EXTENSION

SEen NUM R ENSON
MESSAGE wc Zoiw Ao s &a 4 S

BPHONE [:l MOBILE .

“Bfops_r oA 40QJ

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY

12



